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be unwilling to go because of bullying
by older children. Gardens may be too
small and streets unsafe.

The County Council view is that it is
the job of the police to enforce speed
regulations. This is of course unrealistic
as they do not have the man-power.

Many other countries have begun to 'give
back' the streets to people, by introducing
speed inhibiting factors such as road
humps or landscaping. This slows down
traffic in residential areas and reduces
the use of roads such as Danehill as "rat-

For a long time Ratby people have been!
expressing concern about the dangers of
increased traffic through Ratby, part
icularly through the village centre, along
Markfied Road and Danehill.

Recently, yet another collision occurred
on Danehill. Fortunately, no-one was
injured. But as one resident said - "it

is only a matter of time before a swerving
car mounts the pavement and a child is
killed".

The National Playing Fields Association
has now launched a campaign to stop the
serious loss of playgrounds and recreation
space to the developer.

The Association's Chairman, Giles Brandreth
says "Recreation space is disappearing

at an alarming rate. In some cases the

consequences are fatal. More than 20,000
children are killed or injured in our
streets every year, mainly because they
have nowhere safe to play." Pedestrians
and cyclists make up H0% of annual road
deaths.

We are lucky in Ratby in having plenty
of recreation space at present.

However, children need to walk to school,
and pedestrians need to feel safe to cross

the roads when out shopping in the village.

Many of us will remember our childhood

- street games, when perhaps you may not
have seen a car all day. Many parents
face a dilemma now - afraid to let their

children venture as far as the play area.
Sometimes the children themselves may

What are your views on this? Write in
and let us know.

I SCOUTS

On Sunday 10th June the Scout Group is
looking for more parents, relatives and
friends to get sponsors and walk, with
members of the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts
and Ventures, at our Annual Woodland
Walk. We have the opportunity to build
a Scout Headquarters, sorely needed to
maintain and extend the activities of
the group.

The Group survives on the hard work of
all of the leaders, assistants, helpers
and committee so why not support them a
little more this year and have an
enjoyable walk around the woods,and
provide additional funds for this
venture. Surely the leaders need an
headquarters of their own to continue
their excellent work!

mcs

PRICES SLASHED
up to 25% oft

selected midi systems
e.g. S-IS COM CD MIDI SYSTEM

* remote control

* multiplay CD
* 33 watts per channel
* preset tuner with timer
* 5 band graphic equaliser
* 100 watt 2-way speakers

£499:99

£419.99

SIX MIDI SYSTEM

* 33 watts per channel
* preset tuner with timer
* 5 brand graphic equaliser
* twin cassette

* 100 watt 2-way speakers

£329:99

£279.99

S33 MIDI SYSTEM

* remote control

* 60 watts per channel
* preset tuner with timer
* 7 band graphic equaliser
* twin cassette

* 120 watt 3-way speakers

£499^

£419.99
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turntable included on all the above systems

DON'T FORGET OUR PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE!

27 STATION RO, RATBY. Tel. 394544
Av>;

— CLOSED WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS —

The views exore:

http://www.kvisoft.com/pdf-merger/


GARDENING IN JUNE

It seems fairly certain that gardens in
this area will be suffering from
drought again this year. If the soil
is not saturated late Spring ev^
heavy rain will not meike up the deficit
because it evaporates too cpiickly in
Siunmer.

Drought conditions in the geirden can be
caused two things, a very free
draining soil vdiich does not hold
rooist\ire and very low rainfall. To
remedy the situation we can make the
soil more retentive and add water by
i3n:igating.

Adding humus of any kind to soil helps
it to retain moisttire rather like a
sponge,so we should be adding manure,
garden compost, forest bark, peat or
anything else availeible. If this is
spread over the svirface before the
grovind dries up it acts as a mulch and
helps to prevent water loss. One well
known gardener uses straw between
shrubs, I find it works well between
soft fruit bushes.

Plastic sheeting can also be used
successfully as a mulch but obviously
will not inprove the water holding
capacity of the soil. It works well
around vegetables and of course
prevents weed growth as well. In the
flower garden it cam be disguised by
covering it with grit or chippings.

At the best of tiroes Leicestershire is
a low rainfall area so watering is
likely to be required. The inportant
tiling to remember is always to put on a

RAILW
STATION RCA

lot of water at one time. A

sprinkler needs to be left in one spot
for several hours to be effective,
small shrubs need about two gallons
each, bedding plants a gallon to two to
three plants.

Another approach to the problem is to
concentrate on plants vdiich enjoy dry
conditions. Ifost grey leaved plants
such as lavender, artemesias, cotton
and globe thistle are able to withstand
drought. Aromatic plants such as
sages and thymes are similarly adapted
to dry areas as are fleshy plants like
Senpervivums and Sedums.

For further ideas on dealing with dry
situations recommended reading is

The Dry Garden Beth Chatto
(published by Dent.)
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SATURDAY 9TH JUNE

12.30 - 2.30 p.m.

(If weather is unsuitable
we'll postpone 'till

Sunday loth)

RATBY

•The Best oP Tnjes, The ^orsb
I started a paper round at the age of
thirteen, in 1927. In those days we
lived vdiere St. Margarets Bus Station
is now (our house is under itl). I
left hone at 6.30am to get to
W.H.Smiths to collect the papers.
These were put into rounds the head
news-boy.

Then we waited we couldn't, by law,
leave the pavement outside the shop
until 7.00 am. There we were all lined
up and ready to go. On the stroke of
7.00 by the Town Hall clock, we dashed
off, rm to go through the market place
to Woolworths on Gallowtree Gate, to
catch the tram that left the Clock
Tower, also on the stroke of 7.00. It
could be a neeir thing son^times as to
vdiether I caught it.

My round was out in vdiat was then the
countryside, out past the tram terminus
(near the Leicester race course), in
Oadby. It was a (juarter of a mile from
vdiere the tram stopped, to vdiere I
started ray round, at Meadow Court
Road. I carried on from there in a
wide circle back to the tram terminus.
My last paper was at Mr Scott's house
(he had a woodyard in town). The house
was called Glenarbor and was in Glebe
Road.

Then it was back onto the tram.
Dashing into the house, there was tin^

for a quick wash (no time before I
started the ro\md and onto school for 9
o'clock. It was the cane if I was
late!

This happened if the head news boy was
late putting up the ro\mds, then so
would we, the newsboy be. Then it was
one of the best from the master.

Before you could start as a newsboy, it
was off to Richmond House for a
medical. No medical - no job. To
prove you'd passed the mescal they
gave you a badge to wear. As I was
small for ray age, the doctor said I
could do the job but ray dad had better
put ne in the greenhouse - to grow!

A morning round paid 4/6d a week, out
of vdiich I eventually saved enough to
get a bike from Curry's at l/6d a week.

Family holidays at a chalet in
Swithlcind Woods gave me a problem, as
it n^ant that I'd have to bike from
there into town to do ray round emd then
back again. But at least there was no
danger of getting the cane on those
days.

When I gave ray notice in, the manager
told me I was the first lad to do so.

Horace (Oggy) Payne.

32 Main Street, Ratby,
Leicester LE6 OIL

Tel; (0533) 395244SALE
STARTS FRIDAY 1ST JUNE 1990

AT 9.00 am
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The coming of the
During the 1840s there was much poverty
in many of the villages in
Leicestershire. The once thriving
domestic stocking making trade was in
decline.

These were hiingry years for the
stockinger trying to compete with the
larger factory units vdiich were
springing up in the towns of Leicester,
Loughborough and Hinckley.

The trade had been in decline since the
Napoleonic war. In many areas of the
East Midlands attempts to prevent the
mechanisation in larger factory units
failed. Between 1812 and 1816
stockingers' wages fell from 12/6d per
dozen to 7/Od. Luddites, groups of
workers vdio combined in secret to smash
the new factoiy machinery, brought
misery and despair to the domestic
trade. Many workers vdio were caught in
acts of framesmashing were either
imprisoned, hanged or deported to
Australia.

Many villages in Nottinghamshire became
threatened by the acts of nightly
vandalism by the Luddites vdiich caused
the Home Secretary to bring in the
local militia. The Luddite outbreak
came to an end in 1816 vdien several men
were hanged in Infirmary Square for the
smashing of lace making machinery and
the death of the night watchman at
Heathcotes factory in Loughborough.

FROM POVERTY TO PROSPERITY
factory system to Ratby

For the next twenty years the cottage
trade struggled on.
A workers friendly society had been
founded in the very month in 1833 that
farm labourers of Tolpuddle in Dorset
had rebelled against low wages and
formed an illegal trade union.
The establishment of such workers' co
operatives vdiich guaranteed work for
all did much in Ratby to stem the tide
of low wages and unemployment.
By 1860 the cottage trade in Ratby had
survived by the skin of its teeth and
the first frameshops employing several
workers in one building was began by
Richardson Bros: at the bottom of

Stamford Street.

Ten years later Tyler of Leicester had
estciblished their factory unit at the
top end of Stamford Street.

During the next one himdred years this
factory provided employment for many of
the local populace. In 1922 Tylers
amalgamated with Walker Bros of
Fleckney to form the once famous
Leicestershire Hosiery coitpciny of
Wolsey.

Michael T. Ball.

Tylers Factory (photograph by coiirtesy
of Mr Gardner of Stamford Street.)

Gas Appliance
Sponsored by Services-Lacester

T

6 Saxons Rise, Ratby. Leicester LE60NF
Tel: Office:(0533) 393662



electrap6wer

M.L.Muton

55 GYNSILL LANE ANSTEY LEICESTER LE7 7AJ

TELEPHONE: (0533) 871128

BLUBBELL
SERVICESTATION

"^1^ Unleaded petrol on sale now
Leicester Road, croby

Telephone 876850
Unigas Stockist

Fina Petroland on

Sweets, Cigs. and
Accessories

car wash Facilities

n\ HIS &HERSf^
LADIES a

GENTS HAIR DRESSING
OAPs welcome any day at

reduced rates

STYLING • BLOW DRYING
COLOURING • SETTING
TRIMMING • PERMING

Ask about the

BIOCURL PRO 90 PERM
Tuesday to Saturday

Appointments not always necessary

156Station Road, Ratby Tel. 394429

||fbETTER»%.
Dear Sir, ^

As a member of the Bradgate Lions,
with our headquarters at the Plough in
Ratby, I wondered if the people
organising various fetes etc., through
the coming year would be good enough to
contact me, so that we could possibly
have a stall for our fund raising at
these fxmctions.

Perhaps the editor could orgcinise
a diary to be published each edition,
but he would need information from the
various committees. Don't forget, it
pays to advertise.

Yours faithfully,
D.E.Piggott.
29,Park Road,
Edi t or s not e

We have tried to organise a diary in
the past but the local groups were not
forthcoming with their events. So the
cost in time and phone calls chasing
everyone up didn't justify the the end
r p K11 I t f

15 Firtree Walk

Groby
LE6 OFN

Dear Sir

At a recent meeting of the Royal
British Legion, one of the members
brought to our attention an article in
WOT written by Old Bill. The article,
"Lest we Forget" gave names of Ratby
men vdio fell in the 1914-18 War. All
but one have their names on the War
Memorial.

The man in question is Cpl Colin Kinton
Smith 22322, vdio was killed in action
17th September 1918. I am interested
in family history and have, on behalf
of The Legion, taken up a search for
any surviving relatives of Cpl Smith
and am at present trying to find out
his date and village of birth.

I have found that a Colin William
Kinton was bom in Glenfield in 1878.
Now as "Colin" was an unusual name in
late Victorian times, could this be
our man? His name is not on the
Glenfield War Memorial.

Obviously, we would like to get to the
bottom of this mystery and certainly
this is what The British Legion is all
about. So if anyone can possibly
throw any light on this, we would be
most grateful.

Brian Leader.

A POINT OF INTEREST

Since our last edition our Assistant
Scout Leader, Dennis Brookes, has
entered a National Paintcraft
Competition run by I.C.I. Dulux. This
competition was open to all sections of
the trade from trainee apprentices to
experienced trade persons. It was
designed to enhance the more decorative
skills of today's craftsmen & women.

Dennis has reached and won the regional
final for the East Midlands, for this
he received £25 worth of paint brushes
a certificate and a cheque for £250.

The regional final took place at
Southfields College, it consisted of
completing a six hour piece of work to
the highest of standards vdiich included
setting out, two types of marbling, rag
rolling effects, "cutting in" exercises
and glossing a flush door, all of vdiich
was done to the entrant's own colour
scheme.

By winning the regional final Dennis
now goes on to complete in the National
final to be held in June over two days
at I.C.I's headquarters. There will be
eight regional winners all trying for
the first prize of £2,000.

Being over two days the finals will be
more extensive, incorporating graining,
marbling, broken colour work, sign
writing, rag rolling etc, all to own
colour schemes.

We wish Dennis every success in Jime
and should you want Dennis to paint
your name on the scout's van it will
cost you a donation!

Eds note:

Whats all this rag rolling etc?

Dennis receiving his prize.

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Members of Ratby Royal British Legion
occasionally hear of the death of an
ex-Service man or woman, sometimes
after an illness and we are told that
no one from the Legion had visited
them. This is most unfortvinate as

this Branch, vdiich covers a very large
area geographically, is organised to
visit sick or distressed ex-Service
people. In the event of death, the
Branch will provide a representative or
the Standard Bearer if requested, to
attend the funeral. To mcike this
possible we do need to be informed by
relatives or friends, vdio are asked to
get in touch with one of the Branch
Welfare Officers listed below;-

Groby J.R.Brown
Leicester 876708

Kirby Muxloe A.H.Brigstock
Leicester 395359

Markfield T.H.Pickett
Markfield 244306

Ratby F.W.Willis
Leicester 392128>♦-

ALL HOURS CHEM -DRY
RESIDENTIALANDCOMMERCIAL

CARPET CLEANING

• MOSTCMLPKTS DRY IN60 MINUTES

• NO STEAM OR SHAMPOO
• REMOVES STUBBORN STAINS |

• NO STICKY RESIDUE

• ECONOMIC.AL

900 till 500 Telephone: Leicester 387316
Nigr.ts, Weekend Telephone: Coalville 37032

¥
¥
¥

Stanton-under-Bardon J. Blackett
Coalville 243492

Could anyone shed light on a superb
shield given to a recent rummage sale
at the Chapel? It had the Gurkhas
KUCKRIE badges on.



DUCK RACING CLUB

Now we know from recent sujrveys carried
out in the village that not many of you
believed ovir article about the ancient
sport of Duck Racing.

Well you must believe it now as during
May two of the founding members of the
Ratby Duck Racing Club, Dereck Johnson
and Mike Nolan, appeared on Radio
Leicester1

Dereck informed the listeners that Duck
Racing was nearly as old as the village
itself ev«i though the club in Ratby
had only recently been formed.

He plained that duck races were
governed the rules laid down by the
Duck Racing 2^sociation of Great
Britain, a two and a half chain course,
weight of the duck euid height of the
hurdles. It appears that four ducks,
with names such as Duckuleir Empty Hen,
Captain Duck, Marmaduck, Francis Duck,
Jaffaduck, Crocobill eind Meduck race at
a time. Not always' does the most
athletic duck win - it's usually the
duck with the greatest motivation - as
there are no inducements as in
gr^hoxmd racing.

The hurdles are two and a half inches
high and the ducks have to wear jackets
to restrict their wing movement - to
prevent them flying the laigth of the
course.

The cxirrent champion duck is Cob-one
vdio is fed on Rearsty bread and Mcirmite
- \inlike many of the others vdio eat
stale bread!

There are special duck trainers and
Dereck's ducks are trained in Yorkshire
vdiere the racing it is assimied is taken
more seriously than here in
Leicestershire.

KEN TOMKINS

General Builder

Alterations and Extensions

PROPERTY REPAIRS

93 Gynsill Lane, Anstey, Leicester
Telephone: 871698

It appears that the sport has no real
centre as it is operated ly secret
societies and it is very difficult to
ascertain its exact nature, but it
does seem that the original sport was
racing stolen ducks - hence it was a no
cost sport so the race goers were able
to provide seirvices and assistance to
the local communities.

There are seven race meetings in a
season but these are only secondary to
the main theme of the club - to raise
as much money for chcirity as possible.

Since their formation at the Plough
they have raised over £1500 euid their
favoiired charity this year is Western
Park School for Delicate Children. To
this end the Cliib sure willing to accept
any challenges provided that there is
money for their charity in it!

SO GET CHALLENGING

9

PABARl'S
RATBY NEWS
for the largest selection OF:

BEERS, NINES, SPIRITS, SOFT DRINKS

A VAST SELECTION OF CONFECTIONERY

NENSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES

DELIVERED DAILY

ALL THE LATEST VIDEO TITLES NON IN

PHOTOCOPYING - REDUCING + ENLARGING

C(»fE IN AND SEE FOR YOURSELVES

OPEN TM 1I.N fM. HOroiT tt UTUBOIT
aai nu 2.N p.B. SDniT

7.N TILL >.w P.B. nrmiT ETomrc

CAN YOU FIND THESE PLACES
IN BRITAIN

1 BARGAINS GALORE IN CENTRAL

MANCHESTER

2 NOT SNOOKER OR BILLIARDS IN DEVON

7 LOST PARADISE IN SOMERSET

8 DIP THOSE WOOLLY THINGS IN

NORTHUMBERLAND

3 NOISY DOGS IN SUFFOLK 9 A PLACE FOR OLD MAIDS IN WEST
.YORKSHIRE?

4 TEACHER FINDS IT USEFUL IN KENT

10 A PLANE IN DERBYSHIRE

5 HE OFF-LOADS THE CARGO IN

LANCASHIRE H A DRYER IN DYFED

6 A PUPIL IS FOUND HERE IN 12 NEEDS PROTECTIlKr IN SHROPSHIRE
CAMBRIDGESHIRE

FIELD HEAD TRAVEL

ICCEAIOkSONSI
IHE CHAMHQH BAKERS

n

L.W.

Ratby Fish
"^eniog Times

. - 6 - U.30
rs. - 6 - 11.45 \M|
day - 11.30 - 1.30 a-pAll

Traditional

English Fish
& Chips

mm

Opening Times
Mon. - 6 -

TVurs. -

Friday
5.C0 - 12 p.m.

Sat. - 12 - l.X a.m.

6-12 p.

SEE and TRY our range of ;

66 Varieties of Bread

34 Varieties of Cobs, Rolls, etc.

200 Varieties of Cakes and Pastries

^ BREftP
lOilVES

vmjp- rH ^
VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE* SHOP

WEDIMMG.CELEBRATIONSNOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY

C GEARY & SONS STATION ROAD. RATBY Leicester aaeeoo

.m.



B.T. KEYMER
18 Parklands Avenue, Groby.

Tel: Leicester 876926

WASHING MACHINE AND
CLEANER REPAIRS

MOST MAKES
PROMPT, PeRSONAL SERVICE

* * 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE ! * *

RATBY POST OFFICE

Main Street, Ratby

Newsagent. Confectionery.
Tobacco. C9

PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARD^ f ^
:Hallmark, Rustcraft etc.:/^

SHOE REPAIR AGENTS OPEN 7 DAYSp,^jL^ ^
Tel. 393001.

Parbli fflounttl

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET. RATBY

Traditional & Modern

Styling

Telephone: 392406

WHERE CAN YOU
FIND A SHOP

THAT SELLS...
☆ GIFTS
☆ HOUSEHOLD GOODS
☆ UNDIES
☆ JEWELLERY
☆ TOYS

and lots more?

Ratby Main St. of course!

PAM'S BITS S BOBS
32a MairLStreet, Ratby

Tel 387965

Closed Wednesdays

Traffic and Roads

As usual complaints were regularly being
received about the condition of roads in

the village. County Councillor Mrs Pat
Butler pointed out that most villages were
suffering from similar problems, but that
she would take the matter up.

P.O. Alexander assured the Council that
problems of parking in the village, partic
ularly with regard to 'Casepak' lorries
were regularly being monitored.

Neighbourhood Watch and Police

More reports had been received of 'break-
ins' in Ratby, P.O. Alexander reported
that Neighbourhood Watch representatives
were keeping villagers informed.

The Police were thanked for a recent oper
ation which was successful in clearing
motorcyclists from local fields.

Inspector Lea, Senior Office of Rural
Villages for this area attended the May
1st Parish Council meeting, and presented
the Council with the Annual Report for
Beaumont sub-division 1989.

Village Improvements

There had been a complaint that ratepayers

money was being wasted on providing hanging
baskets. The Council agreed that favourable
comments were in the majority, and that

the intention of the scheme to encourage

voluntary participation in village improve

ments had been achieved. This year most

retailers would be undertaking their own

basket replanting, so the cost to the rate
payer would be minimal.

«The Council have agreed to purchase planters
for siting at the four entrances to the

village. Mr Mould, the maintenance person

' would be asked to arrange this.

0
Landscaping

I A tender from the City Wildlife project,
^ (part of the Leicestershire Ecology Trust)
V has been accepted for the landscaping of
' a meadow and improvements to the brook

at Perndale Drive Play Area. Planning perm
ission has been requested for the const

ruction of a footbridge. It is the Parish
k Council's intention to undertake landscaping
JTj work and tree planting at Perndale Drive
ijJ to ensure more creative play facilities
II for children, and more attractive amenities

for people of all ages.

Play Areas

A planning application has been submitted

by the Parish Council for a proposed

'Toddler Play area' at Perndale Drive.

Shock-absorbing swing seats have been

ordered for the Burroughs Road play area.

A post and rail fence will be erected at
the eastern boundary of Ferndale Drive

playing field.

The Annual Parish Meeting

This meeting was held on Thursday April
19th in the Welfare Hall.

Minutes of this meeting can be read in
full at Ratby Library.

Chairman's Report

John Smalley outlined the Council's achiev
ements during the year, and expressed the
Council's frustration at the recurring
issues, particularly with regard to

increased traffic and road safety, which

despite the Parish Council's continued

efforts, are largely unresolved.

The Chairman emphasized the Council's
endeavour to take a balanced overview when

considering planning applications.

Mr Smalley concluded by reporting that
the Council has continued to respect the

financial limitations of the people it

represents, and has set its precepts within
the new Community Charge at the same level
as the last year under the rating system.

County Councillor's Report

Mrs Pat Butler reported that she is now
in her fourth term and is therefore a Senior
Councillor, with increasing responsibilities
serving on a wide range of committees and
working parties; Police, Environment, Plan
ning and Recreation, Social Services, Equal
Opportunities and Employment. Mrs Butler
regards her role on the Highways and Trans
portation Committee as her most important
specialisation and she expressed concern
about the inevitable pressures arising
from the construction of the Leicester
Western By-pass.

Presentation of Accounts

The Parish Council accounts for 1989/90
were presented and accepted.

A46 Leicester Western By-Pass

The Department of Transport finally

announced on April 6th that the A46 Leic
ester Western By-pass would be constructed.

Ratby villagers who attended the Inquiry
or submitted evidence will have received

copies of the Department of Transport

decision, and the findings of the Inquiry
Inspector, Air Vice-Marshall W.E. Colahan.

The Inspector favoured the D.O.T. published
plan for the junction of the By-pass with

the Ml at Kirby Muxloe. In his findings
he comments that alternative B (a link

road to the By-pass along the Rothley Brook)
would mean that:-

"The village of Ratby would be adversely
affected by the increased traffic levels.

Unlike Kirby Muxloe, Ratby has no existing
roads suitable for improvement to take
greater traffic volume."

A point worth noting for future campaigns!

However, the D.O.T. have published a revised
junction at Kirby Muxloe. This will cater
for revised traffic forecasts, and has

"Been designed so that the Motorway can
be widened in the future without serious

disruption to traffic"

SKETCH MAP OP JUNCTION
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continued on page 12.



^atbg ^risij CotmctI
continued from page 11.

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
heia on Tuesflay May Ist

Mr Smalley was elected Chairman for the
ensuing year. Mrs Smalley was proposed
for Vice Chairman, but wished to decline.
Mr Rogers was then proposed and elected.
Mrs Smalley was elected as Chairman of
the Planning Sub-Committee, with Mrs
Stanley, Mr Rogers and Mrs Bouds elected
to this Sub-Committee. Mrs Boud agreedd

to continue writing the Council Newsletter.

Mrs Smalley advised that she did not want
to be nominated as representative to the
Leicestershire Association of Parish

Councils this year. Mr Rogers and Mr Rae
were elected. Mr Rogers and Mrs Smalley
would continue to attend police liaison
meetings. Five councillors agreed to form
the playing fields and recreation sub
committee, Mrs Bound, Mr Rogers, Mr Ball,
Mr Smith and Mrs Stanley. Mr Rogers and
Mr Ball would continue to oversee footpaths.

The North Eastern Parishes Local Plan

The Public Inquiry will be held at the

Council Chambers, Hlnckley and Bosworth
Borough Council, commencing 3Gth May 1990.
The Parish Council intends to send represen
tatives to the Inquiry.

MAIN STREET , RATBY

M,O.T/S , SERVICINQ A REPAIRS

ACCIDENT repairs , BODYWORK

Consult your Local Experts

FIRST CLASS WORKMANSHIP

AX COMPETITIVE PRICES
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE WORK A SPECIALITY

T«l. 394960

lEEHiiiNii i-HttHMiNUi hHttHTTiNG FREE FITTING FREE F

PORTER'S DISCOUNT
CARPETS

121/3 STATION ROAD

RATBY, LEICESTERSHIRE
Tel: 393238/395202

^NEW!
Scotchgard

SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
ANTRON^^ BERBERS

p HUEGA TILES

F. CUSHIONFLOOR

UNDERLAV
£1.99

^ sq.Vd-

AXMINSTERS

TWISTPILE

SAXONY

SCULPTURED

FLOTEX

SCOTCHGARD SIAINMASTIR
CARPET CERTIFED BY EXJ PONT 5

r A \
BAYER)
V E /

Timbrell^

FREE FITTING FREE FITTING FREE FITTING FREE FITTING FREE FITTING FREE FITTING FREE FITTING FREE FITTING

Ralbu Ploygroup

Open Morning

Ratby Playgroup invites everyone, young

and not-so-young to its open morning on
Saturday l6th June, Ratby Church Rooms,
10 - 12 o'clock, when play equipment and
refreshments will be available to everyone.

So, why not come along to see what the
children get up to at Playgroup, and what
is laid on for their use, or come along

for a cup of tea or coffee while your

children play with the equipment and toys

set out. Admission is only lOp per person.
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SMALL AiVD LARGE SKIPS
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COMMERCIAL D.I.Y. &
GARDEN WASTE DISPOSAL

MILLHILL - EIMDERBY - LEICESTER

Happy Birthflay!!

Believe it or not, (and most people involved
with Playgroup can't) our village Playgroup
is approaching its 21st birthday! A lot
of changes of views and ideas have occurred
in that time, but the main reason for Play
group remains the same. To provide a

friendly, stimulating environment for the
little ones of our village. We are hoping
to organise a special event to celebrate

Playgroup's birthday, so if any of its
past workers are interested in a get-
together would they please contact Lesley
Chevin at 5 Wesley Close, Ratby or ring
386605.

Ratby PlayBcheae

The Playscheme is currently being organised
for 6th to 10th August. Booking forms
are available at Playgroup, Monday to Friday

9 - 12.30 or from Lesley Chevin at above
address. If anyone is interested in helping

out at the Playscheme, be you a Mum, Dad,

Grandparent, Aunt, Uncle, Teenager, please
let us know. We need all the help we can

get to make it a success for the children.

Even just one morning session would be
a great help.

GO BY UNDERGROUND
ON THE LONDON TUBE

1 A SHELTER FOR THE SHEEP MINDER 7 NOBLES ALL MEET HERE

2 KEEP GOING ROUND TILL YOU'RE 8 THEY YODEL AT THIS SMALL PLACE

DARK BLUE IN THE FACE

3 CAN GET LOST HERE ESPECIALLY
AFTER A DRINK

4 TIE UP TO THE POSTS

5 MONKS IN MOURNING

6 THE RANGERS LIVE HERE

9 HAS BEEN FALLING DOWN IN THE SONG

10 CHURCHMEN PLAY CRICKET ON THIS

11 WHITE POWDER AMONG THE FIELDS

12 A STONE SHOULD MARK THE 8TH FURLONG



I Appliance Servicing and Installation
I Breakdown and Repair Services
IPlumbing and Heating Installation SrPJ •
IKitchen 4 Bathroom Design and Installation '''••safc
IQuality Guaranteed by Experienced Engineers

6SAXONS RISE, RATBY, LEICS. LE6 ONE
• Tel: (0533) 393662

ACTIVE SCOUTS

At the time of my last writing I re
ported that we were preparing for our
annual winter camp at Johns Lee Wood.

Once again it was a resounding
success. My thanks to Colin, Ray
Dennis, Horace and Paul for their hard
work, in my absence due to work commit
ments .

Now with winter becoming but a memory
we look forward to the fun, challenge
cind adventure of our Summer activities.

At the time of going to press we should
be enjoying ourselves at Spring Camp,
this year for the first time at Welesby
Forest Scout Camp and Activity Centre
in the middle of neighbouring Robin
Hood country. Not too far to travel
but with a wealth of Scouting
activities to stretch the abilities of
any young scout. To give you some
idea of what's on offer there is an
assault coiirse, activity pioneering,
orienteering, canoeing, fishing,
hiking, horse riding, climbing, shoot
ing and even a swimming pool with
associated activities.

Hopefully the weather will be kind.
Good use is being made of our newly
acquired canoes -under the watchful eye
of Ray Lander, an accomplished canoeist
himself. I wonder sometimes where he
gets all his energy from.

The exciting news at the moment is that
thanks to the Parochial Church Council
of Ratby, we are looking towards
building our Scout Headquarters to the
rear of the Church Rooms, but at the
same time retaining the use of the main
hall for indoor activities. With
associated landscaping and refurbish
ment the site will become more attract
ive and useful to people of the
village.
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COPPERS CORNER

On Sunday 1Gth June Beaumont Police

Station is holding an Open day
to celebrate 150 years of policing
in Leicestershire. This will be

held in conjunction with the

Beaumont Leys Carnival and starts
at 1 p.m.

There will be various displays,
including the Army, Navy and Air

Force. Also British Transport
Police, British Motorcyclists Feder
ation and St Johns. Police vehicles
will be on display, and there will
be stalls and competitions.

Please come along and have a look
at us, visit the Custody Suite
and have your fingerprints taken!
It promises to be an enjoyable
day.

J Rowden

Inspector

That's the good news folks, the bad
news is we've got to find about £30,000
to help finance the project.

Yes, fund-raising has begun, and if
there are any people out there with a
few bob to spare let us know.

To leave you on another thought for the
future: I'm actively getting applicat
ions from girls to join the group. All
I can say is once the leadership is
there and the group agrees then you
will be most welcome.

With that thought I must leave you.

Yours in scouting

Chris Woodward

Timecraft

WATCH AND CLOCK REPAIRS

6 BELL CLOSE, A /.

RATBY, ^
LEICESTER.

Telephone: 395173

WORK CLIARAMEEO

Antique and Modem Collection and Delivery
Clocks Repaired Service

Jewellery Repairs Timex Service Agent

DEADLINE FOR LETTERS.

ARTICLES & ADVERTS FOR

THE AUGUST EDITION IS

THURS. 19TH JULY

ADVERTS PHONE 395179
ARTICLES PHONE 393279
EDITOR 393367

HOTLINE!! Phone us on 394873

or 395179 with interesting news
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MOORES of RATBV

88 Station Road

HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR A

BARBECUE
GENERAL GROCERY

FREE OFF LICENCE

BEERS, WINES AND SPIRITS
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

h
PETFOODS AND HARDWARE

OPEN TILL 9 P.M.

7 DAYS A WEEK

ALL ORDERS WELCOME

PHONE 39367^
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Ctiildren from classes SJ and 5C of Ratby Primary School seen examining an early motorcycle in Birmingham

Science Museum. The children recently visited the museum during their project on "movement".
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Sometime in most peoples lives, they are
taken into the house of the Lord. The maj
ority of us are baptised when an infant.
In the full beauty of womanhood, young women
sire taken to church by their fathers to be
given away in marriage, the church usually
ablaze with colour from flowers arranged in
celebration of the happy event. In
contrast, those who have departed this
life, axe taken into church on their last
earthly journey before meeting the Heavenly
Father.

For many hundreds of years. Ratby church has
stood watch over the village, a sentinal
watching over its domsutn. No matter from
which direction one enters the village, the
church of St. Philip & St. James can be
seen on the horizon. In comparison with
the size of Rat by's population, the church
is cathedral like in its proportions. It
has a tale to tell of unfinished stonework
due to what is believed to have been the
ravages of the black death creating a short
age of tradesmen and labourers during the
14th century. The Greys of Groby once
worshipped at Ratby and during the Reforma
tion, Rat by church in ccmmon with many other
churches, was spoilt. In I815, the church
was damaged by fire, the registers and
records being lost. Parliament made a
grant of £400 for the repairs. From 1719#
the head of the Grey family, the iSarl of
Stamford, lived in Staffordshire, but came
back to the Groby area to hunt. Daring one
such visit, the family coach was involved in
an accident, and the Countess decided to
avoid such dangerous trips in future to
reach Ratby church, and the family built
a church in Groby which was consecrated in
1840.

Many changes and additions followed over
the years to Ratby church. 3ut yet another
diseister befell it in 198I when the beauti
ful east window collapsed during a horrific
snow storm together with high winds. It
took £40,000 to restore the damage, the
sanctuary being brought back into use at
Easter 1983.

This year, the Church Council has to find
something in the region of £16,300 to have
caps to some external buttresses replaced
before water seeps into the church; there
is auLso a strcng possibility that part of
the bell tower will need to be rebuilt as
one of the w£ills is bowing out, and there
are other areas which need urgent attention.

These are just some of the worries of the
Church Council but they also have to bear
in mind that the interior of the church must
be kept clean and welcoming. Recently the
electrical wiring was renewed and new lamps
installed and ether internal repairs and
redecoration carried out.

This year the insurance premium for the
church and church rooms was £1,500 an
increase of £504.00 from last year and the
Church Council was obliged to accept an
increase in the Parish Diocesan Share from
^4t947.00 last year to £6,624.00 for 1990.
The cost of grass cutting in the church yard
has also increased this year —we are luclqr
that the Parish Council helps us with this
expensive item, but there will be quite a
shortfsdl to somehow cover.

It is hoped that these few details will help
the reader to understand the difficulties
the Church Council heis in maintaining this
beautiful and historic building, to preserve
and retain it for future generations to
worship here and enjoy the companionship
of the family in Christ.

To end on an optimistic note, our Sunday
School is prospering in a most dramatic way
thanks to the devoted Sunday School teachers
and soon we hope to install a temporary
sound amplifier system to help those hard of
hearing the cost of this being covered by
private donations.

God bless you.

Somehow people expect their village church
always to be there. But only the Church
Council is aware of the ever increasing
cost of ensuring it is. Each year brings
more problems of deterioration of the fabric
of the building and much time is spent at
meetings discussij%ways to raise the money
for the repairs. The main source is the
weekly offerings of the congregation, the
fete and bazaar, the rummage sales and events
organised by members of the congregation
and village groups prepared to give their
time and effort.
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Don't forget to visit THE LIBRAEY
seeluse the activity centre donated
the DUCK RAOING CUJB.

You may visit THE LIBRARY onc-
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Fr iday
Saturday

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

7.00

7 .00

7.00

5.00
10.00 - 12.30

10.00 - 12.30



WHY THE WOMENS' INSTITUTE?

Our dear Editor has done it again!
Provoked me into chapter and verse by a
chance remark in the last issue of
"Wot": I quote, "Why the Womens'
Institute?" and my answer is, that's
how we like it! I'm sure males reading
this article appreciate a night out
with the boys - well, what's good for
the goose, and originally we
were foiinded by women for women, eind
all that started me thinking vdiy I'm a
W.I.

When I moved to Ratby in 1971 I wasn't
going to be a W. I. - even vdien I was
asked to pass on some folk dancing
skills to a group of members I still
felt it wasn't for me - all that jam
and flowery hats! The dancers showed
no signs of flowery hats and we had
great fun practising our dances on a
member's driveway heckled by children
and a large Dalmation dog called Henry,
vdio, by the look of disdain on his
face, knew we mere mortals were
absolutely crazy! I was invited to the
Group Meeting to watch rty dancing
proteges eind that was it, my fate was
sealed and I became a W. I. ! The
friendships I made that night have
endured and I'm proud to belong to an
Institute vdiich is known throughout the
Leicestershire and Rutland Federation
for its friendly atmosphere. Oh yes!
The jam and flowery hats? Well we do
make jam and have a fair smattering of
other useful skills too, but the hats
only seem to appear on the heads of the
entertainment group vdien they are
treading the boards!

I've gained so much since I joined -
how to work on a committee and have a
spell as treasurer, how to produce
reasonable tatting (a form of lace) and
patchwork, with lots of support from an
expert on the subject who is also a
friend and fellow member, coiirses at
Brooksby that have whetted the appetite
for growing heathers and conifers, and
the chance to further my love of folk
dancing as a member of the W.I. Garland
Dance team. Also the chance to captain
an enthusiastic quiz team (I say they
are enthusiastic - they tell me they're
press-ganged!)

The chance to help^otl^rs is always
'strong, with local W.I's running the
Thursday morning Drop-in emd the Enter
tainment group having great fun and
giving much enjoyment with performances
at local homes for the elderly and
hospitals (watch this spot for details
of our new revue in the Autumn!) There
is also a strong sense of caring for
fellow members and their families when

the need arises and I am most thankful

for this fellowship and quiet strength
coming from the movement. My children
are lucky to have grown up with lots of
W.I. friends and from an early age have
accepted the W.I. as part of family
life! They like the jam too!

75 years old this year, the National
W.I. still upholds its original aims to
improve the quality of life for country
women everyvdiere by education and
socialisation. Our local Federation

offers courses throughout the year and
nationally the W.I. has its own
College, Denman near Abingdon, vdiere a
huge programme of week-end and week
long courses are on offer - it's all
there. National Government, computer
studies, upholstery, yoga, public
speaking, etc., etc.

We are also linked to the Association

of Country Women of the World and our
Pennies for Friendship f;and goes to
help women in third world countries
help themselves to a better life style
through education and practical aid.

ANSWERS TO

ON THE

LONDON TUBE

1 SHEPHERDS BUSH

2 OXFORD CIRCUS

3 BARBICAN

4 MOORGATE

5 BLACKFRIARS

6 SLOANE SQUARE
7 BARONS COURTS

8 SWISS COTTAGE

9 LONDON BRIDGE

10 PARSONS GREEN

11 CHALK FARM

12 MILE END sl

PLACES IN
BRITAIN

1 SALE

2 POOL

3 BARKING

4 CHALK

5 DOCKER

6 EYE

7 MILTON

8 SHEEPWASH

9 SHELF

10 STANLEY

11 TUMBLE

12 BADGER

The monthly meeting is the heart of the
W.I. and it always has a mixture of
familiar and the unknown! Visiting
speakers offer the unknown - until they
have started you don't know vdiat to
expect and some are great and others
not so inspiring but vdiatever it all
makes the monthly get together interes
ting. Social time after the speaker is
important too as armed with tea and
biscuits it's time to chat, sign up for
visits, bully the quiz team and sort
out the 101 things we women enjoy. But
don't take this too lightly - our
resolutions to the National A.G.M. in
London during June include a plea to
preserve Antarctica safe from ex
ploitation, and the use of BST on dairy
herds. As one of the largest womens'
movements the W.I. throughout its 75
years has acted as an important
pressure group on National Government
and raised many issues concerned with
daily living and the environment, both
locally, nationally and inter
nationally.

So the next time you see me in my
chariot of fire, be sure I'm taking ray
bow of burning gold to the Welfare Hall
where we shall be endeavouring to
preserve and improve England's green
and pleasant land!

Lynn Mellor

n Family Butcher j
^ 88 MAIN STREET RATBY W

f\ mobile shop Mf jC/Yjaift. delivers y
twice WEEKLY /}

S Telephone: Leicester 393124 1 )/ f

RATBY PRIVATE HIRE

ANY DISTANCE

PARCELS .., AIRPORTS

PENSIONERS TOKEN SCHEME

tel. 386905 or 0860/538355

DgD
DdD
DDD
QDD

CGUIMTRY STYLE
WINDOWS iuL
SUPPLIERS & INSTALLERS

OF "UPVC" DOOR & WINDOW SYSTEMS

mo
SUPPLIERS TO BUILDING TRADE.

SUPPLIERS FOR NEW EXTENSIONS,
ALTERATIONS. SUPPLIERS Of PORCHES,

BAYS PATIOS. 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
IN UPVC INDUSTRY.

f/?£f ESTIMATES + ADVICE
+ SURVEYS.

SMALL FAMILY BUSINESS
"BY LOCAL PEOPLE THAT CAPE"

132 STAMFORD STREET.
RATBY, LEICESTER,
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