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LOOKOUT! LOOKOUT! THERE'S A JAMMER ABOUT

The 21st May appeared to be an ordinary
Saturday in Ratby but at 12 noon a drastic
change occured in our village -
'"Oie Jammers" - arrived at the "Railway
Inn" and the sound of fiddles and

melodians, bells and dancing feet could be
heard! You've guessed - the
Leicestershire & Rutland W. I.'s Ladies

Morris Dancing Team had arrived to perform
English dances for the delight of the
local population.

The bright red and green costumes of both
dancers and musicians could hardly be
missed and the spirited performance of
dances such as the Lancaster Garland and

the Shrewsbury Flourish was greatly
enjoyed by all. The team is very much a
family as well as a W.I. affair, with
mothers and daughters dancing and fathers
and brothers providing the musical
accompaniment.

Perhaps this is one W.I. group able to
claim it has female and male members! If
you're wondering about the term "Jammers"
(in full it reads Jerusalem Jammers) then
think of the W.I. - Jam and Jerusalem -
then turn it all around - rather like the
dances - and thats how the teams' name

came about!

If you missed this visitation do not feel
cheated, do not despair as we shall be
making tracks to the "Railway Inn" soon,
so look out for posters and turn up at the
appointed hour to enjoy English
traditional dancing (and there is nothing
to stop a visit to the interior of the
"Railway" when you've worked up a thirst
watching the exertions of the dancers!)

Lym Mellor - the "Jamners" cJiief stirrerl
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screen Hitachi television from May ^
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Parents Do Know Best

At last, a group of 'experts ' have
come up with some good news for hard-pressed
mums and dads. When it comes to encouraging
language and understanding not only, it
seems, did we parents get it right all
along, but the professionals could leam
a great deal from us.

These are the conclusions of an unusual
research project led by psychologists in
London. A team of them were 'flies on the
wall' in the homes of a group of pre
school children who were approaching their
fourth birthdays. They watched how the
children communicated with their parents
and compared this to the way they talked
with teachers at nursery schools.

Topics of conversation with Mum and Dad
ranged from work and the family to birth,
death and growing up; they shared memories
of things they'd done together in the past
and plans for the future; and puzzled over
knotty problems like the shapes of roofs,
the nature of Father Christmas and
whether or not the <^een wears curlers in
bedi By contrast the toddlers' conversations
with teachers were much more limited and
one-sided. The richness, depth and variety
of the home conversations was sadly
missing.

This isn't meant, obviously, to knock
preschool groups, which have an important
role in introducing children to others and
to the wider world outside home, and to
gain a little independance, but when it
comes to stimulating language and aiding
understanding. Mums and Dads have the edge.

Children learn such a lot simply by being
with their parents; discussing what each
has done, what they will do next; arguing
with each other and above all endlessly
asking and answering questions. So please,
Mms and Dads, carry on talking and keep
up the good work!I

BPMEpi.Ay&pov^^

Willian
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ORTER'S DISCOUNJ
RPETS

121/3 STATION ROAD, RATBY, LEIC!
SHOP AT HOME SERVICE TEL: 39323a,

rPatterned lounge quality

*Bedroom quality

(*American Scuifytored
*50/50 WOOL berber

FREE PI7TIN6
(MIN to sq ym)

★ Cushionfloor ★
Scotchauard kitchen carpet

ALL AT

^CX)MPETITIVE

PRICES

*AOrC»RPET$ ARE GUARANTEED''

THE FAMILY BUSINESS BUILT ON RECOMMENDATIONS

JOIN OHE PARADE (XT POCT, OST HOFaSACK, EY
LORRY, CAR, TRACTOR, PUSH CHAIR, PUSH
BIKE, STILTS, SKATES - IfT'S All. BE IN.

Our overseas guests this year are the
Dutch Jazz Band "VEMLD JAZZ"

Lets give them a real Ratl^ welcome.
There'll be a jazz night at Groby College
on Saturday Evening for Jazz Buffs emd cai
Sunday 14th August we are holding a
massive Car Boot Sale at Glenfield
Superstore, so all in cill a great week
end.

On Saturday 20 Av^st we play at Wigstai
for the Marriage of Cornet player Richard
Stone - we always play for our player's
weddings, it's one of the perks of being
in Ratby Band - sorry Ratby Co-operative
Bandl

The rest of the year is packed with
engagements with every single night booked
throughout Deceiriber and lots of bookings
already for 1989.

September however, holds a different
prospect for us, scanething that was only a
far away dream until now - The Band HaLl
will be a reality. The outline building
is planned to be built during Septeniber,
the ranaining work to be dene as mcxiey
becomes available.
Costing around £35,000 in total this is a
colossal task for a voluntary organisation
to undertake and says volumes for the
members of Ratby Band. Applications for
financial help from variaas bodies have
all been refused but the show must go on
- then there'll always be a Ratby Band.
The work is being done local labour, we
ccnsider this to be the proper way.

The money is being raised in the village
so it's being spent in the village. We
have raised abojt half the capital
required by ^eer hard work and will go on
working. We would very much appreciate
any offers of help however small to mcdce
sure of a Home for Batby Band.
How about it?

Philip Plant THERATBYCOOPERATIVEBANO

H. FREEMAN & SON
Family Butcher

MAIN STREET RATBY

MOBILE SHOP

DELIVERS

TWICE WEEKLY

Telephone: Lelcest^ 393124

CROW PIE CARNIVAL 3^^
SATURDAY 13TH AUSUST 1988

Procession will move off at Ipm with
assemky for judging in Park Road at 12.30.

Iheme: Latin America

Entry is free

Organisations wishing to enter shaald fill
in their name below.

wi^ to enter a
float in 1988 Ccumival procession.

To: P.H. Plant

28 Bradgate Drive
Ratly

^ ^ Tel: 386510 ^

PABARI'S
RATBY NEWS

FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF
WmES, SPIRITS, BEERS, CDERSIRD

SORDRimS

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

GREETINGS CARDS, STATIONERY
AND

A VAST SELECTION OF
CONFECTIONERY

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES
DELIVERED DAILY

(INCLUDING SUNDAYS)
SELECTKm OF THE LATEST VIDEOS

NOW ON HIRE

OPER TIU II.N f Ji. MOIBIT ta SITVRBIT
ni nU 2.11 §M. SBRBIT

1.N nu f .N PJi. SBRBIT EfERIRS

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional & Modern

Styling

Telephone: 392406



Parity CotincU

The Annual Parish Meeting

This meeting was held on Wednesday April 20th.
The Parish Council Accounts for 1987/88 were
presented, and also those of the Sacheverell
Charity.

The new Ratby/Groby Policeman, P.C. Birch
attended to discuss crime prevention.

He re-emphasized the need for residents to
inform the Police of anything suspicious.
He also explained the correct procedure for
developing a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

The Annual General Meeting, May 3rd

Councillor Mr. J.F. Smalley was re-elected
Chairman, and Councillor Mrs O.M. Smalley
as Vice Chairman. Mrs Smalley also agreed to
continue as Chairman of the Planning Sub-
Committee. Members were also elected to serve
on the L.A.P.C. Branch.

Parish Council Notice Boards

The Parish Council is legally bound to display
notice of meetings and other official notices
on it's Notice Boards. So please note that
these Boards should not be used for other
local organisations.

Police

SergeanbHall and P.C. Birch attended the A.G.M.
A meeting for Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
contacts is to be arranged at the new
Beaumont Leys police station.

Parking on Station Road is an increasing
problem. It was suggested that residents
could be encouraged to park on one side of
the road only. A similar voluntary arrangement
has worked well for a number of years on
Stamford Street.

RATBY POST OITICE

Main Street. Ratby

Newsagent. Confectionery.
Tobacco.

O

, PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARD^

:Hallmark, Rustcraft etc.:
SHOE REPAIR AGENTS OPEN 7 DAYS

Tel. 393001.

Best Kept Village

Ratby has been entered for t:his
competition, so come on everyone,
lets all make an effort to brighten up
the village and keep it tidy. The
competition is for the Best Kept Village
not necessarily the prettiest 1

Play Areas

A maintenance person has been appointed,
and repairs to the wooden fencing at
Ferndale Drive have been completed.
However, the recently repaired perimeter
fencing has again been damaged.

A46 Leicester Western Bypass

The Chairman informed the meeting that he
had presented the case on behalf of the
Parish Council to the Public Inquiry, as
Mrs Smalley had been unable to obtain
leave of absence from her employment with
the Health Authority. He also advised
that he had made a number of trips to the
Inquiry to deliver letters from Residents
and a petition, all expressing objections
to proposals which adversely affect Ratby.

The Council expresses thanks to all those
who contributed.

BBC Radio Leicester ^County Questions'

Any individuals or groups who would like
to enter this quiz on behalf of Ratby,
please phone Michael Ball, 395654, as
soon as possible. Recordings will commence
on Tuesday August 2nd.

HOLMAN SECURITY
SYSTEMS

•y Installers of Quality ^
Burglar Alarm Systems

• Your Local Alarm Co.

• Free Quotations without oblig.

• All Systems to BS.4737

• 24 hr. Callout Service

• Reduces Insurance Contents
Cost

• For All Your Security Needs
and Prompt Attention

Ring Alan on 386187 (Ratby)
or Head Office - Hinckley 251025

> MEMBERS OF lAAI <
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THE RATBY CO-OPERATIVE BAND

1988 is proving to be a significant year
in the long history of the Band.

The total membership is the highest it has
ever been and the calendar is absolutely
full of action.

An offer of help frcan the Leicestershire
CJo-cperative Society in the form of
concerts around the County and in
Northants as well as various other offers
was carefully considered and in Fdaruary
we added "Co-operative" to our title.
Concerts for Ratby Methodist Church and
Kirby Muxloe Free Church funds \iere well
si:^ported as was our concert in Ratby
Working Men's Cli±>. With top prize at
Kirkty in Ashfield contest we had made a
cracking start.

The annual Baveirian ni^t was again a huge
success in March as was our Giant Flea
Market and Car Boot Scile.

April saw the Band playing in Melton Bell
Centre, Wigstai Guthlaxton Sctool, Anstey,
Wcodhouse Eaves and St Margarets in
Leicester. Another first prize in the
North East Midlands Championships and a
very happy Millionaire's Night at Grday
College were followed on the last day of
i^ril by the installation of a pair of
gates marking the beginning of the Band's
biggest project ever.

- THE RATBY BAND HAU,!.

May began with the Band playing at the
Leicestershire Show on Sunday cind Monday,
a rather mud<ty e:5)erience but agcdn very
well received by the spectators.

A narcih thrcx:^h Mcirket Bosworth on the 7th
followed ly a Saturday morning "Prom
Concert" at Beaumont Leys set us up for
the contest at Leeds on Sunday; a major
NatiOTal Festival where a creditdale fifth
place was gained. Many people can^ to our
OPEN NIQir at the School and it was a
treat to see all the youngsters (about 70
of them) being tau^t to play and to read
music by the older members. Those of you
vdio missed it catte along to the Junior
Band Birthday Concert on Sunday 26th June
vihere you'll see for yourself that not all
the young people are "loonies".

On Friday, Satiorday and Sunday we had
Ratby's own MLBIK ETST, our contribution
to the cultural activities of the district

with well over 350 eurtists taking part and
setting Ratby firmly on the musical map.
Playing at the Fun Run completes a very
busy May to take us to an evai busier
June.

We begin with the Junior Band Solo Contest
in the Welfare Hall on Sunday 5th at 2pm,
followed ty playing at Anstey. On
Saturday 11th Ratby Church Garden Fete
2.30pm and in the evening from 8pm
CARNIVAL BARN DANCE AT OLD HAYES FARM, IN
THE BARNl. DANCING TO "DARGASOSf". All
the usual facilities PLUS PICKING THE

CRCWPIE CARNIVAL QUEEN 1988 and HER
ATTENDANKI.

So ccaite along girls - have a terrific
night1

This is CROWPIE CARNIVAL year of course
and the Bam dance marks the beginning of
the festivities. Remember the theme
"LATIN AMEMCA" - viva Ratby.

Friday 17th June sees the Band at Kirby
Muxloe with a concert for Kirly Maxloe
Players and the rest of June goes as
follows:

Sat 18 am - Glenfield Oo-cp
Sat 18 pm — Markfield Parade and Garden

Fete

Sun 19 pm - Grdby Carnival
Wed 23 - lou^ibGrouc^ Fearon Ball

Concert

Sat 25 - Itekfield
Sun 26 - JUNIOR BAND BIRTHDAY CCNCERT
7.30pm - GROBY THHSTRE TICKETS FROM

BAND N04BERS or ring 386510
(apply early it's usually a
sell out)

During July the Crow Pie programmes will
be ready and a really big prize draw with
the First Prize a Week-end for two in
Paris is now being run. CEE-IA-IAl

The Band will be playing at the Co-op
Gala, Birstall and at Walkers Crisps Gala
at the same venue - Sat 2nd & 9th July.

August begins with Thornton Garden Fete on
Saturday 6th then on

SATURDAY 13th CROW PIE CARNIVAL

Parade assenibles Park Road 12.30jmi moves
off 1pm. Theme - Latin America.

LOADS OF ATTRACnONS AT FERNDAEE AU.

AETOaaOGN. SEE PGSIERS



Legend has it that this ghostly lady is,
or was "resident" in and around Wxdl^
Farm.

VJhatever your own views on this kind of
thing, for the "Mrs", the lady was an
accepted part of the normal routine.

Her conversations teilked of bed clothes

being unaccountably turned back, sticks
and paper which she had spread on the
hearth to dry overnight, being laid on the
grate ready for lighting, one boot of a
pair in daily use, being removed overnight
from the hearth to the kitchen.

On the sane subject; an old lady Eva
Crooks, aunt of our present postman, and
IcMig since dead, used to tell of an
e;q)erience as a child. She lived necu: to
Vfoodley and with brothers emd sisters, had
CHie evening, been sent to fetch beer in a
tall brown jug frcan an off-licence
opposite the school playground and kept

C CEARKcS(%IS
CHAHBOlBAKm

VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE^ SHOP
wEnniiie .celebration a novelty cakee our speciality

'0)

%
a Mr. Lemnoi. On returning past the
churchyard she was confronted with scrnie

phenomenon dressed in "long frilly vdiite
clothes".She told of dropping the jug of
beer vhich broke, and running like the
clappers.

Of Mr. Jcxseph Lamroi there is more to
tell, beside being an off-licensee he was
CTie of several cottolers of the village.
His family still live at the house vhich
is now next to the library and his little
low shop can still be seen at the top of
the garden near to the house door, as can
the Marston brai^ery sign. Also knovm to
Icxal kids as Mr. Stud, he had the unusual
knack, as he worked, of being ^le to fill
his mouth with tacks and still whistle
•"Darlin Clementine" all day. It was never
^Dod policy to stand in front of him to
watch, for he could scar you for life at
two paces.

Local Yokel.

SEE and TRY our range of ;

66 Varieties of Bread

34 Varietiesof Cobs, Rolls, etc.

200 Varieties of Cakes and Pastries

^ BREftP

ALL ABOUT GUIDING

Guiding is

There is a world of difference between
guiding and the cosy club of knitters and
knotters it is sometimes thought to be.

Guiding is about helping girls to spread
their wings and meet the challenges and
pressures of life.

As well as being a great deal of fun, Guiding
helps a girl to develop:

- Self-awareness, self-respect and self-
confidence.

- The ability to relate to other people

- Values to give life meaning and direction

- A desire to work for the benefit of society

Any girl who has been a guide will have been
encouraged to:

- Think for herself and make her own decisions

- Express herself and communicate with others

- Take responsibility for her actions

- Work by herself and in a team

- Discover how and why things work

- Look at, learn from, and care for the
world about her

— Be sensitive to the needs of others

In plain and simple terms Guiding is about
life-skills.

Local demand for places in the Brownies
and Guides has grown to such an extent
that additional help is now required
within the existing units and also to
form a new Guide Company in Groby.

Do you think you can help by giving some
spare time and energy to the Guiding Movement.-

"What about experience?" you may ask - well,
no experience is necessary just a willingness
to help and enthusiasm.

"How much time will be involved?" only a
couple of hours a week.

Please contact me, Angela Barbour, 4
Meadow Close, Ratby, Tel. 386557 for
further information or if you prefer
have a word with one of the following
unit leaders:-

Groby: Mrs R Towers, Mrs E Maddocks,
Mrs K Benney or Mrs T. Cliff

Ratby: Mrs S. Slater, Mrs J Roche
or myself.

ExplqsiVe
La4k»8,qertta

OnlA lj2isqr«w«ar

10^ Commission to Party Hostesses

BEEBY & SIMPSON

SUPPLIERS 6 INSTALLERS

OF "UPVC"

DOOR S WINDOW SYSTEMS

Ur
Vc

LEICESTER

386339

EARL SHILTON
45826

Why not visit our existing Brownie and Guide
meetings to see for yourself how things
work. Anyone of age 16 to 65 would be welcome,

FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL OUR DOUBLE
GLAZED PRODUCTS IN:

WHITE U.P.V.C.
WOODGRAIN FINISH U.P.V.C.

ALSO

SUN LOUNGES & CONSERVATORIES
tALJNX



May TRADITICMM, CEICTBfl!!Fing;

May traditional celebrations are very old
and wide spread. They date from a time
when life was governed by the seasons.
May was a time of festivity because the
weather would be improving and life would
be getting easier. There are so many
different customs associated with May that
it'sonly possible to mention a few in this
article.

KBflf HCffMS

Horns of all sorts including cow horns and
tin trumpets were blown from dawn
onwards. Gangs of boys went around the
villages making enthusiastic and merry
"music". They expected to receive gifts
of money for welcoming in the summer
(perhaps they received such gifts in the
hope they might go awayl)

MflY GARLANDS

Meanwhile the girls were busy carrying
their garlands around to collect gifts.
Rival gangs would often meet and fight it

could get the right to
visit the 'big' house. Despite the
mercenary motive the garlands were often
very beautiful. Mr Gibson who used to
teach at Ratby remembers garlands in his
village near Ashby in the 1930's. The
Leicestershire garland was a central cross
with a circular garland around it.

The whole would have
been covered in real
flowers

WY HOBBy HORSES

Ratby Primary

School Chidren

Performing

Traditional Dances

is

r

There were several different types.
Possibly the most famous is the Old Oss
from Padstow who can still be seen in
present day May celebrations. ihe Oss
sets off early in the morning. He capers
and dances through the streets, chasing
the girls - if they are caught they will
be married within the year or if already
married they will have a baby. Throughout
the day the Oss regularly dies and has to
be coaxed back to life.

tRY pca£

In the darkness of early morning the young
people went out to the forest and cut down
a tall young tree. This was brought back
to the village where it was decorated with
flowers and garlands and set up on the
village green. The church of St Andrew
Undershaft in Leadenhall Street, London
was named because of the May pole VNhich
stood annually near its South door.

People danced around these old May poles
but did not hold ribbons. They performed
ritual and conmunity dances that were part
of everyday life. Ribbon patterns came
from Europe only about 100 years ago.

There are lots more ffey traditions. We
tried to show some of them during our I^y
celebrations at Ratby Primary School on
May 6th. The most important part of the
celebrations was that everyone should join
in and have a good time. We hope that this
came over to everyone who came to
celebrate with us.

If you are interested in May and other
traditional customs a good book to read is

" British Folk Customs"by Christina Holt.

A Gras Applianceza oponsored by Services-Lester 6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE6 ONF
Tel:Office: (0533) 393662

MOUTHWATERINGLY

^ FRESH ^
COOKED MEATS and CHEESES

ooeoooooeeoooo

HAM "OFF THE BONE" - ROAST BEEF

ROAST PORK - TONGUE - PORK PIE -PATE

RED LEICESTER - DOUBLE GLOUCESTER

BLUE STILTON - CATHEDRAL CITY

ALL FRESHLY CUT FOR YOU

*FRESH CREAM CAKES DAILY''

'''FRESH FRUIT & VEG^'

'^GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS'''

'^WINES, BEERS AND SPIRITS'^
LUTOMER AND TIGER MILK (1 Itv) £2.99

BULLS BLOOD £3.11 NEM^UAY STEAM LAGER £1.29

BLACK TOWER £3.37 COUNTRY MANOR £1.83

SKOL - CARLING - HEINEKEN - XXXX -

STELLA - MILLER - NEWCASTLE - GUINNESS

JOHN SMITHS BITTER - RED CROWN

GOLD LABEL - MANNS

WHISKEY - GIN - RUM - VODKA - BRANDY

CIDERS IN CANS AND BOTTLES

SUTTONS SEEDS IN STOCK

JOIN OUR VIDEO CLUB

MEMBERSHIP FREE

SPECIAL OFFERS - GROCERIES

EGGS GRADE 2 - 85p doz.
McDOUGALLS FLOUR 53p
CLOVER 48p FLORA 31p GOLD 43p

ANDREX TWIN PACK 72p
HEINZ BAKED BEANS 22p
SHREDDIES SOp
WHISKAS (LARGE) 38p PEDIGREE CHUM
(LARGE) 34p
GIGS STILL AT PRE-BUDGET PRICES

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

DON'T FORGET YOUR PETS'.

PREPACK HAY - SAWDUST - STRAW

LOOSE RABBIT FOOD - PREMIUM 2Op lb
LOOSE HAMSTER FOOD 2Op lb
VALUMIX COMPLETE DOG FOOD 28p lb

ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO STOCK AND

MANUFACTURERS PRICE INCREASES

"' ORDERS DELIVERED FREE

TELEPHONE 393241

" NEAREST NOT DEAREST

STAMFORD STREET STORES

A46 WESTERN BYPASS
The Inquiry finished on Thursday May 12th,
with the Department of Transport summing
up. The DOT have re-emphasised their

committment to the published route, and
their opposition to all the proposed
alternatives.

A representative from the DOT told me that

they were "reasonably optimistic of
partial success, but that consideration

would be given to the objections
particularly from the County and City
Councils, since they are meant to

represent the electorate.

This has worrying implications for Ratby
of course, since it was Leicestershire

County Council who proposed alternative D.

It may be that a further Inquiry is held
to look at controversial junctions.

A total of 230 objections were received
for Alternative D, most from Ratby.
Similarly, there were 206 letters opposing
A, 273 against F, 201 against N, and 106
against P. (Only 36 were received opposing
B, which runs along the disused railway
in Ratby).

So thanks to all who made the effort of

writing, it really does count - especially
to Ian Reeve 11 1

Councillor John Smalley accompanied the
Inspector on his site visits in Ratby and
Kirby Muxloe on Monday May 16th, to point
out locations referred to in Parish Council

evidence.

Air Vice Marshall Colahan now has to write

his report, which will contain a precis of
all submissions to the Inquiry. It is
expected to take at least 8 months. All

objectors will receive a statement of his

recommendations, and a full report will be
available for inspection at Cranbrook House
in Nottingham.

J.T.LEE ^
32 Main St. Ratbv

QUAUFIED WATCHMAKER
and JEWELLER

Tel. 395244
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the short straw found themselves in the ^
darker remote parts of the wood, too close g
for comfort to the buzzing and biting r
permanent residents of the place!) S

TO THE VroODS

Many thanks to all who helped and to the §
walkers, without whom nothing would have 2

Sunday 15th May turned out to be a good l
* day in more ways than one for the 1st
I Ratby Scout Troop. Martinshaw Wood was thanks
I bathed in sunshine (unlike the previous walker^ i
w SundayI) and the walkers on the 3rd annual '-i^
1 fund raising walk, welcomed the cooling ^
§ breeze. Organsier

H Beavers, Cubs and Scouts gamely trekked 25
^ kilcanetres through the wood to help raise
cc money for a Scout Mini Bus and the
^ Woodland Trust (who kindly gave us
o permission to use the wood).
s

® Due to the incredibly muddy state of some
a of the rides and paths, a new route was
® found, which seemed to please the
o walkers. Despite a smaller turn out,
* those who turned up enjoyed a pleasant day
g in the fresh air. Walking styles varied

fron 'the marathon runners' to those who

5 took off their shirts and soaked up all
g the sun's available rays. All were
^ determined to walk the whole distance and
g it was nice to see so many parents turning
g up to support their sons,
w

z Once again many supporters gave of their
a time to help with refreshments and
M marshalling the course. The latter were
^ pleasantly surprised to find that the
Q organisers had found a sunny spot for all
^ (in previous years the marshalls vho drew

„ SPONSORED BY

iROWLETT BROS.

1ST RATBY CUBS

Since the last WOT the cubs have taken part

in a couple of District Events.

The first one was the Chess and Draughts
Compeititon, which we did very well in.
Julian Mills was second in the under 11's
Chess and Alexander Wheldon was second in

the under 9's Draughts, congratulations
to both of them. I would like to thank

Rob Timson and also Moby for helping to
coach the cubs and also for coming along
on the day.

The second event was the Six-a-side

football, and once again I would like to
thank Cliff Mallard for coming to coach
the cubs and pick the team. Unfortunately
we were knocked out, but the boys taking
part put up a good fight and were full
of enthusiasm.

Bye for now

Akela, Swifts

Ratby Cubs
o

on duty in IS

C
w

New Walk on K

St. Georges Day g

PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

42 Station Road, Kirby Muxloe
Telephone: Leicester 393403/386606

* TOPHALF OFHOUSES IF REQUIRED * COVING * FREE QUOTES * ANY JOB,LARGE ORSMALL CATERED FOR* FREE QUOTES

SPORT AID 1988

Good luck to all the children

who will be running in Ratby
Primary School's 1000 metre
Fun Run, on Tuesday 28th June.

Schools all around the world

will be taking part to raise
funds for Sport Aid.

It should be quite an entertaining
spectacle as the children will

hopefully be running in fancy
dress.

Make a date in your diary.
Come along and support the
children.

RAINY DAY PUZZLE

How many words of four letters or more can
you make by moving along the lines in any
direction. You can start anywhere and need
not use the central letter. No plurals
please. Please hand in your efforts to the
Library and let us know if you would like
more puzzles.

MOTICE TO COR ADVERTISERS

As you know we now have a "Crew Bus" for vftiich we are looking for sponsors v^iose names
will be painted on the side of the bus.

We will not be officially approadiing you for sponsorship as you alreetdy si;^p3rt the
"W3T" magcizine. Ihaiiks very much.

However, should you wish to be a sponsor for the bus, cxi ein annual basis, please let
us knew and we will make the necessary arrangemaits.

(•» V IM • lk«: I •

Gas Appliance Services
6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE6 ONF

Telephone: (0533) 393662

A full Design, Supply and Installation
service Is now available from our

Showroom and DIY Centre
• KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

• COMPREHENSIVE HEATING, PLUMBING & DIY PRODUCT RANGE

SHOWROOM AND DIY CENTRE AT:
90 MainStreet, Newbold Verdon, Desford, Leicester LE99NP

Telephone: Desford 2536
OPEN MON-SAT9a.m.-5.30p.m. WEDS 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
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Dear Mr. Sims,

Thank you very much for the copies of
"WOT about Ratby", I enjoy it very much,
after reading it, I then post it on to
my Ratby friends at Sutton-on-Sea, who
also look forward to it. Flease accept
a small donation, and once again thank
you.

Yours sincerely,

Linda Preston

EDITORS NOTE

Linda wishes to be remembered to all her

friends in Ratby.

Dear Editor,

I would like to take this opportunity to
reply to the Knighton Park Trust 's
accusations made in the April newsletter.

I consider that our petition was conducted
in a fair and proper manner.

At no time did I or I'm sure my helpers
suggest they were "hippies" or a "psuedo
religious group". How could we when they
hadn't revealed their true religion to
anyone.

On the other hand I did have suggestions
made to me but my answer was "I didn 't
know".

This petition was hard work and was only
done with the interests of Ratby people
at heart.

May I close by saying that with a second
quickie petition people still signed and
out of approximately three hundred
signatures only one person refused.

Yours faithfully,

Muriel Stanley.

RATBY PRIVATE HIRE

ANY DISTANCE

PARCELS ... AIRPORTS

PENSIONERS TOKEN SCHEME

tel. 386905 086(^538355

Dear Mr Sims,

friend Mrs Linda Prestai of

Leicester^ire sends me her copy of "WOT
about Ratby" after she has read each
issue.

I am Ratby bom and bred having lived in
the village for 60 yeeirs until we retired
to the east coast 3 years ago* I read and
enjoy every word and sSvd every cjqpy.
Wbuld it be possible to have a copy sent
direct to me. I would gladly pay the
postage.

It would be interesting to know how
the magazine travels tojex^Ratby folk.

Yours sincerely.

Mrs. W. Poulter

far

His 'N' Hers

Ladies and Gents Hairdressing

156 Station Road, Ratby.

OAF'S welcome any day at reduced rates
Styling Blow Drying

Perming Colouring
Setting Trimmutg

Appointments not always necessary

Tuesday to Saturday

Competitive prices and FriendlyService

For Appointments

Phone Leicester: 394429

Ha\ V.'V/WVVVVi7'/7»'i^-u.5.:^Jfv '̂VVV

LeLceAteA. fjiLendU of. ike Eanik one
oAjganiAirvg. a 'Fo/ie^t Aient' on Sunday.
Qune 12ik at Qnoby. CormunLty CoLieye.
Thene w-LLi be ^toLLi and ervteAtaumenJoi,
OA lueLL OA guided waik^ anound jianJunAtumj
li/ood. LoAt yean.'A event woa neoLLy
AUCceAAfut, AO why nut jjoin in thi-A yean.'.
StallA an.e ta incJude pixmtA, kenbA,
bookA and yemeJJjiy, oa weJJ. oa envLnon-
mentai goodA. Tkene will be face
paindlng., and chUdnen wiM. be able to
make a badye fan. fn.ee.
Anita fjLom LeLceAten. City WiMLLLfe
fnjojject wLLi be onyaniAiny chiJdLn.enA'
'TneoALULe Hunt' gameA in the wood.

'Ratby photoynapkenA note that tkene
witt be a phatoynapky competition on
the theme of "In.eeA in Qua. Chanyiny
^vinonment".
the event iA FRES and nuoA fn.om 12 -
4 p.m. Don't nuAA it'.'.

B.T. KEYMER
18 Parklamto AvenuoiGroby.

Tel: Leicester 876926

WASHING MACHINE AND
CltAJHyiiS^IRS
PROMPT, PBRSOMAL SERVICE

* * 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE * *

M. M. & K. A. PLUNKETT
CERAMIC TILING.FLOORS AND WALLS

Quality Tradesman
Free estimate & advice

8 Marlcfield Road

Ratby, Laicaster
LEG OLP Tal. Lafcastar 392464

Gas Seivtees-Lelcesl^

6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LEG ONF
Tel: (0533) 393662

SHt^OOM 6 DIY CENTRE
90 Main Street, NewboldVardon,
Dasford, LalcasterLEO
Tal: Dasford

iwwoeiu Yeraon,

£2 OFF FOR

SERVICING WORK

UNDERTAKEN IN RATBY

PEAt>L/M£ FOR t.£TTei2S , articles

ADVeRTS for

The au(5ust- of

WOT is THuRSDAy

114-'̂ '̂ crm-Y

ADYBftTS PHOHE 3<15I7<}
AfiTtCLBS ... i>tiON£
EDITOR ... 5533C77

HoTUNe it PHoNB us or
o96tl9 wi-th iriberesHi^ A^cius

^5/79 ^

4!«

THE PLOUGH INN

RATBY

Lunchtlme Fayre
&Marstons Brewing Excellence

Our Winning Combination



SAVE MONEY AND YOUR SHIN
We all know now that Prince Charles has

banned aerosols in his home. Not only
will this help protect the ozone layer,
but it will also save him some money.
Aerosol sprays are the most expensive
way of biaying a product.

Many aerosols, including brand leaders
Harmony and Sunsilk hair sprays and
Impulse body spray contain a chemical
propellant chlorofluorocarbon which
some groups suggest is destroying the
ozone layer and so allowing more
harmful ultra violet rays to reach
earth. This may be a possible cause of
the increase in 'skin' cancers.

Makers of leading brands are intending
to discontinue use of CFC propellents
after public pressure.

In the meeuitime we can all help now.
Ratby shops stock alternatives if you
really can't do without aerosol
sprays!

HELD HEAD TRAVEL
Private Hire Cars

Local or Distant

Markfield 242133

SAnie£y^_
Z-OOT/A

PRODUCT STOCKIST

MR SHEEN spray Stamford St. Stores,
polish Moores, Co-op.

Pledge Co-op (& Co-op own
furniture polish)

Glade Air Co-op (also Co-op own
Freshner make)

Big D Air Moores

Freshner

Johnson Wax Stamford Street

'Shout' Laundry Stores

spray

Big D Fly Killer Moores

Sanmex Fly ^ Wasp Stamford St. Stores

Killer

Big D De-icer Stamford St. Stores,
Moores

WD.40 Moores

Vivas Body Spray Ellis the Chemist

Palmolive Rapid Stamford Street Stores
Shave

Palmolve After Moores

Shave

Gillette Foamy Co-op.
Shaving Cream

Information from Friends of the
Earth.

tiZVE
ACXiORXilOWSV

VrSi>fJBSJ>NS(

RBGUliAR
GUB&t
ALES.

RAILWAY INN.statiokkqratb:
A HEMBER OF EVERARCte 0U> EN3H<1SK .ALB OUUB

CURIOSER AND CURIOSER
hxvt g.o ivalV' AND "iioJi to wUk the. gx>odWhettiQA. tt -Ld moJJung, ivAJth tho, MatteAe/iy^

tn the, lAcUta auxi, fJjxding, AjJjMA-nxitjjDri
oirLongAt one—QAmed banxLLtA tn Btackpoot, oa,
being, on the piAte tn Swlt^eyUand, we hnpe
goiui tLbmny, mag, be abte to guide gou a
little thlA Auirmen. A well-appointed,
cjompletelg flnlAhed bLulxUng, wxth a
pilendlg, atmoAphene, the Ata^f, will tng to
cate/i to goiui needA. And that waH do
nlcelg.

Of, gou ane uAing the cxm fon goiui twildngA
bewa/ie of thoAe AjiAAtatlng, AcnapeA and
bumpA which Aeem to occu/i. / o give gou a
fighting chnnce with inAunance companleA,
enipJjog the following (genuine) excuAeA:

"0 collided with a Atatlonang tnam
coming the othen, wojg*^ (Of in Blackpool)

"Of the othen, dnlven, hod Atopped a few
goAjdA behind hlmAelf, the accident
would not have happened" (Of in a
motoAwag toll back)

"Cow wandened into mg can,. 0 woa often.-
woAjdA infoAsned that the cow woa half
witted" (Of in the countngAide)

(^ohn Dunne'A CunlouA CollectLon)

Some moA,e advice foA pa/ientA, pcuitlculaAlg
If gou take the chlldLnen to the AeoAlde:
pleoAe Aememben. not to embannoAA them,
eApeclallg If gou have a AenAitcve
intellectual like Adnlan Mole:

"Mg fothen, hoA gone back to hlA pAoletanxan
AOotA. He bou^ a 'klAA me quick, Aquee^e
me Alowlg' hot and walked along the
pAomenade Awlgglng out of a con of lagen.
0 woAe mg dank gloAAeA and kept well
behind kun. "

(The gnowing palnA of AdLnlan Mole)

Qoing to fnance, peutretne? Voua will Aucceed
blen avec le fnonglalA (MileA KingAton). But
Apane a thought fon fonelgn tAOvelleAA to
theAe AhoneA. How muAt theg cope with a ^
lanouage that hoA 'tough', 'cough , bough
and 'dough'; on 'dnead}, 'bead', 'dean and
'peon'? No Auch pnoblemA fon the fontugueAe,

who have the benefit of an 1883 CnglxAh-
foAtugueAe holidag ptuioAebook, CngllAh Ahe
iA Apoke, bg fedbio Conolino, famlUcui phnoAeA
and pno^enbA include:-

moATung .

"The dog than bank n,ot bite" AND "A take iA
betten than two gou Ahall have"

(The Book of Henolc talluAeA - Stephen file)

(UhllAt the libAOAg hoA a vanted AelectLon of
tnavel guldeA, koildag bnochwieA and hand-
bookA, do bewane of tnavel agenteAe. A
'converted countng hotel', with an
'unconventional appeanance', in a 'peaceful
anea' meanA of counAe that

1) the hoAAeA have guAt been ne-houAed,

2) the hotel iA not get flnlAhed and

3) it oventookA the cemetng.

foA thoAe Aolng dagA, lift the Aentence of
bonedom and penhapA tackle the wond gameA of
elthen QgleA BnandLneth on David fanlett.
And If Aepanate holidagA one deAlned, then
the Handbook fon Women TnavelleAA bg MaggA,e
Moaa mag appeal. Ot doeAix 't mentcon the
Kitchen Sink once.

(WhateveA gouA toAteA, pop in to the libAO/ig
and Aemembeji, goun bobkA can be given a loon
extenAlon to accommodate .holidag planA.
WiAh gou wene hene?

Jon young
fatbg LlbAOAg

Si

WE NOW QIVE

bluechip

oancnoMirroe:

CAR WASH

M.aT. WORK

/puncture REPAIRS^
ACKING SERV1CE>

SERVICE k REPAIRS

All types of batteries
/leading makes of tyres'
FINA MENU SERVICE £99.95

/ (MclUtfWQ Vot)

llUCSELL Service
UWiSnR ROM)
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

WMt WIDOWS

Pilgrim Programme is Expanded.

The 1988 Rcyal British Legion and
Government sponsored pilgrimages will
this year take in visits to Kenya, Java
and Singapore.

The programmes will also include Aitibon,
Italy, Belgium, Burma, Labuan, Cyprus,
Malaysia, Egypt, Nontifindy, France,
Germany, Scxnme, Holland, Sri Lanka and
Tunisia.

Annually seme 1000 people embark on a
Legion Pilgrimage and since the
introduction of the War Widows Government
grant in aid scheme, pilgrimages have been
arranged to places further afield.

With the Government scheme, widows need
only find l/8th of the cost. In the last
three years almost 1200 widows have
participated in the scheme, visiting 28
countries in Europe, Africa and the Far
East.

^plications for 1988 pilgrimages should
be addressed to;

The Pilgrimages Department
The Royal British Legion Village
Maidstone

Kent

ME20 7NX

Royce Watchorn
Ratby & District Branch
Chairman

COACHES FOR HIRE

LUXURY COACHES FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

SOCIAL OUTINGS ETC.

ASTILL & JORDAN LTD
The Garage, Station Road, RATBY
Your local daily Bus Service

♦ ♦Established over 60 years^^

Phone 393118

P£TROC***
(Attended Petrol Station)

"R6TTncLnn" ~ 10 Day GsviriCLn Fvisndship Caks

Cupfuls of this cake mixture are circulating
in the village at this moment ... Sarah
Boothroyd has sent in an alternative recipe

When you get your 'Hermann' mixture, feed
the same day with,

1 cup flour (plain)
% cup sugar
1 cup milk, and stir well

Keep in a lightly covered, tall gar in fridge
(it grows).

On Day 5 feed with the same mixture as day
one and stir well.

On Day 10, take out 1 cupful of mix for your
next cake, and one cupful for a friend.

Pour remaining mix into a bowl with

2 beaten eggs
3 teaspoons baking powder
1 cup sugar
2 cups plain flour
% teaspoon cinnamon
1 cup nuts
% cup corn oil
1 cup raisins or sultanas

Grease an 8% inch cake tin.
Pour mixture in.

BAKE 1 HOUR 180°C/315°F/Mark 4

Glaze To make glaze cook % cup butter,
%cup milk, k cup brown sugar for 2 minutes,
then pour over hot cake.

THE SERVICE GARAGE

MAIN STREET , RATBY

M.O.T.'S , SERVICING A REPAIRS

accident repairs . BODYWORK
Consult yoiir Local Experts

FIRST CLASS WORKMANSHIP

AX COMPETITIVE PRICES
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE WORK A SPECIALITY

2 Tel. 394906



The Wolsey Factory on Stamford
Street now demolished to be
replaced by cottage-style
bungalows.

Things are happening fast in Ratby.
The Wolsey Factory, which transformed the
village- at the turn of the century, has
gone. In its place a housing development
described as 'Mead Glade' by the
builders.

The Swedish Chalets on Church Lane are
gone, to be replaced by the intrusion of
commonplace 'prestigious' executive homes
in our conservation area. A chance has
been lost to create a harmonious and
individual development.

The caravan sales area is the subject
of a planning application for 14 town houses
...-. a high density for such a small site.

Permission has been given to build
two bungalows in a location encroaching
on the green wedge.

The Parish Council, whilst recognising
the need for housing, has sought to
preserve the green wedge and recommend less
intensive development which will conserve
the character and heritage of this village.

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council
do not seem to have this local concern,

and have, in our opinion, too often
granted planning permission. Although
they have recently refused permission
to erect housing on the land between
Sacheverall Way and Ratby Road, which
is in the parish of Ratby.

How much longer can the pressures for

The Changinc | Face of Ratby

\ td ^ /

development in the green wedge be
resisted? We have in previous issues
hiehlighted the threat that will
inevitably arise if the Leicester Western
Bypass is built.

Make Your Views Known

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council
have revised the North Eastern Parishes
Structure Plan, which includes Ratby.
The document will be available soon in
Ratby Library, and can also be purchased
for £3 from the Council. We have
already exceeded the maximum number of
dwellings that were envisaged in the
previous structure plan.

No-one wants to see people homeless,
but the quality of life is important.
We want our children to grow up with a
sense of neighbourliness and community.
Nothing is achieved by creating a vast

anonymous suburbia, where no-one knows
anyone, and where there are insufficient
shops and local services.

Don't lets lose the impetus created by
the By-pass Inquiry. We have proved that
Ratby people care ... Lets go on caring
and make our feelings known.

If we just sit back, then the day that
Ratby becomes merely a suburb of Leicester
will be here before we know it.

REVISIOH OF THE RATBY LOCAL PLAN

Each household in RATBY should have
received a leaflet containing the summary
of the main proposals for the new Plan for
Ratby. These are important to consider
and get right because they will govern the
use of land and the pattern of development
in the period upto 1996. We already
have overall pressures on both our
Village and Parish of Ratby and so it is
very necessary to bring our Local Plan
upto date and cover not only the village
settlement but also the surrounding
countryside.

I am not so foolish as to say that a Local
Plan gives a cast-iron guarantee but it
does afford the best means of providing
identification of areas of new development
and areas of restraint, improvement and
protection of the environment. Once these
have been approved and officially adopted,
the Local Plan sets out a clear guidance
to developers and public and forms the
basis for approval or refusal of planning
applications.

A necessary part of the preparation of a
Local Plan is consultation with residents
as well as other Authorities. Your
Parish Council will send its considered
response to the Borough Council.
Nevertheless you should go along to the
exhibition in the Welfare Hall on 15th
June and see the details for yourself.
Any further questions you may have can be
raised at the Public Meeting.

Bulldozers move in to begin the
transformation of the Swedish

Chalet site.

The meeting will be held at:

I&tby Vfelfare Ball
on 15th June 1908 at 7.30{ni.

The first Local Plan for Ratby was adopted
in 1979 and has been of benefit to us.
It is perhaps even more a requirement in
1988 to ensure that we obtain the right
New Plan for RATBY.

I believe that the proposals put forward
are what we want and I hope you will
agree.

John F. Smalley
Borough Councillor for Ratby
Chairman - Ratby Parish Council.

S)Q2f>

atby Fish Bar
V Mm. - fi -

Vili Qpa-iiqg Times
rto. - 6 - 11.30

Tues. & Wed. Closed

Thurs. - 6 - 11.45

Friday - 11.30 - 1.30 a.m/^
5.00 - 12 p.m. ^

Sat. - 12 - 1.30 a.m.

6-12 p.rru^^w
Clnepfi Rimffav

S/ for Traditional

IEnglish Fish &Chips
Leicester 392772


